
TOWN OF HOUNSFIELD TOWN BOARD MEETING 
October 14, 2009 

 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Hounsfield was called to order by 
Supervisor Martin DelSignore at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall, 18774 Co. Rt. 66 and the Pledge was said. 
 
Board members present were: Supervisor DelSignore, C’men Stephen Lee, David Cobb, Ken Lawrence Jr. 
and C’woman Yvonne Podvin. 
 
Privilege of the floor was opened and Kathy Mereand of Rome St. Road was present to make a statement 
urging the Board not to approve the proposed zoning amendment as it is but to change the Rt. 3 area in East 
Hounsfield back to multiuse to increase potential uses of property. 
Also present to speak was Victoria Pritty Pitcher of Co. Rt. 145 and she asked questions about why her 
petition to be added to Water District 3 was denied. 
Michelle Avery asked about the Pitcher family being an outside water user and a discussion followed. 
At this time the privilege of the floor was closed. 
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Lawrence to approve the minutes of the 9/17/09 
meeting.  All voted aye and the motion was carried. 
 
The Supervisor read a letter from Maryann DeClerk notifying the Board that the Welcome Neighbor 
organization will be disbanding in July of 2010 after serving the Town of Hounsfield for 3 years. 
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Lawrence to send a letter to Mrs. DeClerk to thank her 
for the work she has done with Welcome Neighbor in our community.  All voted aye and the motion was 
carried. 
 
The Supervisor called on Christine Eggleston to report on results from the Residential Energy Ad Hoc 
Committee and she gave an overview of the draft law they created for alternative energy zoning.  This will 
be reviewed by Town, Planning and ZBA Boards for comments and will be available on the Town website 
and at the Town Clerk’s office for a comment period ending on November 30th before a Public Hearing for 
additional comments and adoption into law. 
 
C’woman Podvin reported that she attended several meetings during the month and that she received a 
packet from an engineering firm in Syracuse that would like to give a presentation to the Board but the 
Supervisor has not responded to them yet.  The Supervisor will set up a date for that.  Mrs. Podvin is 
concerned that Board members get very little information from the Supervisor. 
 
C’man Lawrence asked about the installation of the water pump at the wells on NY Rt. 180 and the Highway 
Superintendent responded that the installation will take place next week. 
 
C’man Lee reported that he attended a Water Committee meeting where the annual EDU count was taken.  
He attended a District 3 construction meeting and a Budget work session and asked about applying for a 
records grant to help with the cost of a new records room in the addition to the Highway building.  The Clerk 
to the Supervisor responded that the application for that grant is due in February 2010 and a seminar on the 
topic will be held December 1st in Watertown. 
 
C’man Cobb reported that he attended the Fire Department Board of Directors meeting and regular meeting 
where there was a vote on the by laws and they were passed.  He reminded the public that written comments 
will be accepted on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Law until October 31st. 
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C’man Lee had a question on the Water Storage Tank engineering plan and specifications but the engineer 
was not present and he would need to answer C’man Lee’s question. 
 
The Supervisor announced that the bid opening for the new water storage tank will be 10/22/09 at 3 PM at 
the Town Offices. 
 
The Supervisor’s Report was given:  Receipts - $507,028.91, Disbursements - $1,161,506.79, Bank 
Balances - $481,912.85, Investments - $276,902.37. 
 
Council members received abstract # 10, vouchers # 538-600. 
 
                             General Fund A                                           $    13,519.78 
                             General Fund B                                                   2,370.20 
                             Lakeside Cemetery Fund                                        110.45 
                             Highway Fund A                                               18,172.47 
                             Highway Fund B                                                 9,844.14 
                            Water District 2                                                  13,858.51 
                            Water District 1                                                         57.56 
                            Water District 4                                                  13,573.42 
                            Water District 3                                                       172.25 
                            Water District 3 Capital Fund                          377,662.11 
                            Abstract Total                                                 $449,340.89 
 
The Supervisor reported that the Village will be keeping the Town’s water rate at $2.50 per thousand for 
another year.  The Supervisor and Mayor had a discussion on Comprehensive Planning for the Town. 
 
The Supervisor announced that there will be a Public Hearing conducted by the Jefferson County Industrial 
Development Agency on November 9, 2009, here at the Town Hall at 7 PM for the public to review the 
application of the Galloo Island Wind Energy project and an explanation of a proposed PILOT agreement 
will be given.  
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Lawrence for resolution #09-112, to approve payment 
of vouchers # 538-600 in Abstract # 10.  C’woman Podvin asked questions about a bill for Bernier Carr and 
a legal bill from Attorney Whelpley.  C’man Lee asked questions about a legal bill and a bill for water parts. 
All voted aye and the motion was carried. 
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Lawrence for resolution #09-113, to approve budget 
transfers.  All voted aye and the motion was carried. 
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Cobb for resolution #09-114, approving the 
Supervisor’s report.  All voted aye and the motion was carried. 
 
A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’woman Podvin for resolution #09-115, to set November 4, 
2009 at 7 PM for the day and time to have the Public Hearing on the Town Budget for 2010 at the Town 
Hall.   All voted aye and the motion was carried. 
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A motion was made by C’man Lee and 2nd by C’man Lawrence for resolution #09-116, approving revision 
to Supplemental Bond and Authorization Resolution (#09-102, dated Sept. 17, 2009).  All voted aye and the 
motion was carried. 
 
The Supervisor asked the Highway Superintendent about the trac hoe that is being used at the water 
interconnect and the Highway Superintendent replied that he rented it for a month because he had some other 
jobs to use it for after the interconnect is finished.  The Supervisor also asked about the pile of debris in back 
of the Highway Building and the answer was that it will be taken to the County transfer site before winter. 
 
The Town Board meeting for November will be on the 12th and the Water Committee meeting will be on 
November 21st. 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Diane M. Nier 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


